Injury prevention education in United States medical school curricula.
In 1993, representatives from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended that a national injury control training plan be developed that would encourage education about injuries and injury prevention in the required curricula of medical schools. A mail survey of curriculum officers was conducted to identify the availability of, characteristics of, and support for educational opportunities in injury prevention at medical schools in the United States. Eighty-seven medical schools (70.2%) responded. Forty-one (47.1%) covered injury prevention in their required curricula. Twenty-six (29.9%) offered nonclinical elective opportunities on injury prevention subjects. In medical schools associated with trauma centers, injury prevention information was almost four times more likely to be included in the required curricula. Educational opportunities for medical students in injury prevention are limited. Trauma centers appear to support these efforts at their medical school affiliates.